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From its organization in 1830 to the present day, The Church of  
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has followed the divine mandate to keep 
a record of its history. The items on display are foundational records from 
that history, and they document the unfolding Restoration of the Church of 
Jesus Christ in the latter days and the founding of its important auxiliary 
organizations. Many of these records mark a seminal development of 
Church doctrine or organization. 

Through the Church’s early years, records of the Restoration were 
carefully transported to changing headquarters in New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois. They were eventually carried across the great 
American plains and over the Rocky Mountains to what is now Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Among these treasures are an original manuscript page of the Book of 
Mormon; compilations of revelations given to Joseph Smith; and the minute 
book of the Female Relief Society of Nauvoo, the foundational record of the 
Church-wide organization for women. Other records on display preserve 
stories that illustrate the courage and consecration of early members of 
the Church. All of these records celebrate the foundations of faith in Jesus 
Christ upon which The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is built.

D&C 21:1
“Behold, there shall be a record kept among you.”

Foundations 
ofFaith



Opposite page: The Desires of My Heart, by Walter Rane

The faith of Latter-day Saints around the world rests on a 
foundation of modern scripture revealed through Joseph Smith. 
As a divinely appointed prophet, seer, revelator, and translator, 
Joseph introduced new volumes of scripture that stand 
alongside the Bible as witnesses of Jesus Christ.

 1. Book of Mormon Original Manuscript, 1829

 2. Book of Mormon First Edition, 1830

 3. Book of Mormon Liverpool Edition, 1841

 4. Book of Commandments, 1833

 5. Doctrine and Covenants First Edition, 1835

 6. Book of Abraham Facsimile Printing Plates, 1842

 7. Pearl of Great Price First Edition, 1851

Modern Revelation
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This leaf is from the surviving portion of the original manuscript of the Book 
of Mormon. Joseph Smith translated the ancient record into English through 
divine inspiration from April to June 1829, dictating it to scribes, who wrote 
his words on this and the other 
pages of the manuscript. In 
October 1841, Joseph Smith 
placed the complete manuscript 
in the southeast cornerstone of 
the Nauvoo House, a hotel then 
under construction. More than 
40 years later, Lewis Bidamon, 
Emma Smith’s second husband, 
discovered the manuscript while working on the Nauvoo House. Much of 
the manuscript had decayed due to water seepage while it was stored in the 
cornerstone near the banks of the Mississippi River. Only 28 percent of the 
original manuscript survived. Bidamon gave pieces of the manuscript to 
visitors passing through Nauvoo, including Sarah M. Kimball (1883), Joseph 
W. Summerhays (1884), Franklin D. Richards (1885), and Andrew Jenson 
(1888). Most of these acquisitions ended up in the Church Historian’s Office.

Nauvoo House, Nauvoo, Illinois

Book of Mormon
Original Manuscript (1829)

1.

The Hill Cumorah, circa 1907

Modern Revelation
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The first edition of the Book of Mormon was published by Egbert B. Grandin 
in Palmyra, New York, and became available for sale in March 1830. The 
typesetting and printing of the first 5,000 copies began in August 1829 at 
a cost of $3,000. John H. Gilbert, chief compositor, and his staff worked 
primarily from a second copy of the manuscript—referred to as the printer’s 
manuscript—but also used the original manuscript on a few occasions. 
The 1830 edition was studied by Brigham Young during the months leading 
up to his baptism in 1832.

Book of Mormon 
First Edition (1830)

2.

Egbert B. Grandin print shop, Palmyra, New York

Modern Revelation
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While on their mission to the British Isles, Brigham Young and other 
members of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles oversaw the publication 
of the Book of Mormon in Liverpool, England. This was the first edition to 
feature an index and move the 
testimonies of the Three Witnesses 
and Eight Witnesses to the front 
of the book. The Liverpool edition 
was elaborately bound, and the 
text was taken from the 1837 
edition of the Book of Mormon, 
printed in Kirtland, Ohio. All 
subsequent Latter-day Saint 
editions of the Book of Mormon 
have their roots in the 1841 Liverpool edition. On the morning of June 24, 
1844, Joseph and Hyrum Smith left Nauvoo, Illinois, for Carthage, Illinois. 
Before leaving, Hyrum opened this copy of the Book of Mormon and read 
from chapter 12 of Ether, turning down the corner of the page.

Missionaries serving in England in 1855

From a dock in Liverpool, England, Saints board the Ellen Maria, 
bound for New Orleans. Painting by Ken Baxter.

Book of Mormon 
Liverpool Edition (1841)

3.

Modern Revelation
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Modern Revelation

The Book of Commandments was the first effort to publish early revelations 
received by the Prophet Joseph Smith in book form. W. W. Phelps oversaw 
the printing in the Church’s printing office in Independence, Missouri. On 
July 20, 1833, the printing office was destroyed when hundreds of vigilantes 
attacked the town. Several individuals saved unbound sheets of the Book of 
Commandments, and copies were later bound for private use. Only 29 copies 
are currently known to exist, and they are all incomplete. The printing in 
this copy, which belonged to Wilford Woodruff, shows an abrupt end in the 
middle of what is now Doctrine and Covenants 64:36. Wilford Woodruff later 
copied the rest of  the revelation in his own hand and added a revelation dated 
February 27, 1833, currently Doctrine and Covenants section 89.

Book of
Commandments (1833)

4.

The Doctrine and Covenants was the second effort to publish the revelations 
received by Joseph Smith. A committee consisting of Joseph Smith, Oliver 
Cowdery, Sidney Rigdon, and Frederick G. Williams carefully selected the 
revelations that appeared in the book. Along with the revelations, seven 
essays that were later known as Lectures on Faith appeared in the book.  
The books were printed in Kirtland, Ohio, and bound in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and were available for sale by September 1835. This copy was owned by  
Newel K. Whitney.

Doctrine and Covenants 
First Edition (1835)

5.

Modern Revelation
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These printing plates were used in the printing of the book of Abraham.  
This book is “an inspired translation of the writings of Abraham. Joseph 
Smith began the translation in 1835 after obtaining some Egyptian papyri. 
The translation was published serially in the Times and Seasons beginning 
March 1, 1842, at Nauvoo, Illinois” (introduction to the Pearl of Great Price).

Facsimile no. 3

Facsimile no. 1

Book of Abraham 
Facsimile Printing Plates (1842)

6.

Facsimile no. 2

Modern Revelation
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Pearl of Great Price  
First Edition (1851)

7.
While presiding over the British Mission, Elder Franklin D. Richards 
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles compiled several revelations and 
translations received by Joseph Smith and published a pamphlet titled 
Pearl of Great Price. Richards included material from Church 
publications not otherwise available to 
the British Saints. The Pearl of Great Price 
was canonized by unanimous vote at the 
general conference on October 10, 1880. 

Modern Revelation



Opposite page: Joseph Smith in Liberty Jail, by Greg K. Olsen

Finding Strength
Early members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, including Joseph Smith, found spiritual strength in  
the outpouring of revelation and did their best to follow  
the instructions and commandments they had received.  
The revelations shaped the way they worshipped God and  
laid a foundation for future generations of Latter-day Saints.

 1. Joseph Smith Journal, 1832–34

 2. Letter from Liberty Jail, 1839

 3. A Collection of Sacred Hymns, 1835

 4. Kirtland Temple Dedicatory Prayer, 1836

 5. Architectural Rendering for the Nauvoo Temple,  
  circa 1841–45
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Joseph Smith Journal
(1832–34)

1.

Joseph Smith began his first journal in November 1832 with the intent 
“to keep a minute acount of all things that come under my obsevation &c.” 
The journal contains more of Joseph’s handwriting than any of his other 
journals, with roughly half of the entries written either entirely or primarily 
in his hand.

Finding Strength

While Joseph Smith and others were imprisoned in Liberty Jail, Joseph wrote 
a letter to Edward Partridge and to the Church as a whole. The letter was 
dictated by Joseph Smith and written in the handwriting of Alexander McRae 
and Caleb Baldwin. All five prisoners signed the letter, including Joseph 
and Hyrum Smith. Portions of the letter were added to the Doctrine and 
Covenants in 1876 as sections 121 through 123.

Letter from Liberty Jail
(1839)

2.

Finding Strength
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In a revelation given to Joseph Smith in July 1830 (see 
D&C 25), his wife, Emma, was called to select hymns 
for use by Church members. A Collection of Sacred 
Hymns included 90 hymns, 35 of which were written by 
Latter-day Saints. Many of the hymns had previously 
been published in Church newspapers. W. W. Phelps 
assisted Emma in the preparation of the volume.

A Collection of 
Sacred Hymns (1835)

3.

Some of the hymns selected by Emma Smith were sung at 
the Kirtland Temple dedication in 1836.

Finding Strength
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This broadside contains the prayer that was read by Joseph Smith at the 
dedication of the Kirtland Temple on the afternoon of March 27, 1836.  
The text of the prayer was added to the Doctrine and Covenants in 1876  
as section 109.

Kirtland Temple 
Dedicatory Prayer (1836) 

4.

Architect William Weeks made a sketch of the angel weather vane placed 
atop the Nauvoo Temple in January 1846.

Architectural Rendering 
for the Nauvoo Temple (circa 1841–45)

5.

Finding Strength Finding Strength



Opposite page: Nauvoo, by Jerry Thompson

Believers in the restored Church felt commissioned to build  
a Zion community and to share the benefit of new revelation  
with the world. Their faith and determination impelled them  
to carry out this mission in spite of persecution, hardship,  
and a cross-continental exodus.

 1. A Voice of Warning, 1837

 2. Brigham Young Letter, 1846

 3. Nauvoo Relief Society Minute Book, 1842

 4. Wilford Woodruff Journal, 1847

 5. Articles of the Young Ladies’ Retrenchment   
  Association, 1870

 6. Farmington Ward Primary Minute Book, 1878

Building the Kingdom of God
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Parley P. Pratt wrote A Voice of Warning over a two-month period while on 
a mission to New York. This book was the most important of all Mormon 
missionary tracts of the 19th century and was eventually published in more 
than 30 English editions and several non-English versions. It detailed the 
differences between The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and 
other Christian religions, using biblical texts to explain the Restoration, the 
coming forth of the Book of Mormon, modern-day revelation, and the events 
preceding the Second Coming of Christ. 

A Voice of Warning
                                                   (1837)

1.

Building the Kingdom of God

This is a copy of a letter that Brigham Young wrote to his brother Joseph 
Young as the Saints were in the early stages of evacuating Nauvoo. He wrote 
from Richardson’s Point, 55 miles northwest of Nauvoo, where the Camp of 
Israel remained for 11 days due to bad weather and muddy roads. Brigham 
reported on the status of the camp and admonished the Saints to “get away 
as fast as they can” from the “dark clouds of sorrow” in Nauvoo.

Brigham Young Letter
(1846)

2.

Building the Kingdom of God
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Joseph Smith organized the Female Relief Society of Nauvoo on March 17, 
1842. This record contains the minutes of the 34 meetings held from March 
1842 to March 1844. The minutes detail donations for and visits with the 
poor, contributions for the construction of the Nauvoo Temple, and the 
women’s efforts at moral reform and civic activism. The record also includes 
instruction given to the women by Joseph Smith. In 1868, Brigham Young 
assigned Eliza R. Snow to reorganize local ward Relief Societies throughout 
the Utah Territory. She carried the minute book with her during her travels 
to these organizational meetings and instructed the sisters from the 
Nauvoo minutes.

3.Nauvoo Relief Society
Minute Book (1842)

Come, Let Us Rejoice, by Walter Rane

Building the Kingdom of God
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Wilford Woodruff wrote this journal entry on July 24, 
1847, the day that he and Brigham Young entered the Salt 
Lake Valley for the first time. He recorded that President 
Young “expressed his full satisfaction in the Appearance 
of the valley as A resting place for the Saints & was 
Amply repayed for his Journey.” The entry closed by 
noting how thankful the group was that it rained during 
the day, because it was “the general consideration that it 
did not rain in the valley during summer.”

Wilford Woodruff Journal
(1847)

4.

This is the Right Place, by Jon McNaughton

Building the Kingdom of God
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Articles of the Young Ladies’
Retrenchment Association 

(1870)

5.

Daughters of Brigham Young

Minutes were kept at the first Primary meeting held in the Church. During 
a visit with Eliza R. Snow in the summer of 1878, Aurelia Spencer Rogers 
suggested that an auxiliary organization be established to help parents teach 
their children the gospel. President John Taylor approved the idea, and the 
first Primary was organized in the Farmington Ward on August 11, 1878, 
with Rogers as president. On August 25, the inagural Primary meeting was 
held, in which over 200 boys and girls were taught basic gospel doctrines, 
punctuality, and good manners. The Primary is now a part of nearly every 
unit of the Church worldwide.

Farmington Ward
Primary Minute Book (1878)

6.

On May 25, 1870, Brigham Young 
gathered his family in the parlor of 
the Lion House for evening prayer. 
He told them that “the eyes of the 
world were upon them also the eyes 
of the Saints,” and he wished his 
wives and daughters to retrench—
or simplify—their “extravagance in 
dress, in eating and even in speech.” 
He asked his daughters to “adopt 
their own fashions,” create an 
organization to promote reform, and 
encourage greater focus on gospel 
principles. Eliza R. Snow drafted 
this set of articles intended to teach 

young women to “sustain each other in doing good” and reject the “pride, 
folly and fashions of the world.” The first official meeting of the Young 
Ladies’ Department of the Ladies’ Cooperative Retrenchment Association 
(now known as the Young Women organization) occurred on May 27, 1870. 
The association eventually spread to every unit of the Church.

Building the Kingdom of God Building the Kingdom of God



The Book of Mormon Fills the Earth

Opposite page: Dan Jones Awakens Wales, by Clark Kelley Price

Though the Book of Mormon was first published in English,  
the message of the restored gospel was intended for “every 
nation, kindred, tongue, and people” (Alma 37:4). Beginning 
with the Danish edition in 1851, this volume of scripture has 
been translated into more than 80 languages. It remains at the 
foundation of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
alongside the Bible.

 1. Danish, 1851

 2. Hawaiian, 1855

 3. Spanish, 1886

 4. Maori, 1889

 5. Turkish, 1906

 6. Japanese, 1909

 7. Portuguese, 1939

 8. Afrikaans, 1972



The Book of Mormon Fills the Earth

3. Spanish, 1886

1. Danish, 
1851

7. Portuguese,
     1939

Early Book of Mormon 
Translations from around the World

2. Hawaiian, 1855

The introduction of the Book of Mormon to every corner of the earth is 
ongoing. These were the first non-English editions to be available to native 
speakers in the regions shown below. The first non-English translation of the 
Book of Mormon was the Danish edition in 1851. Afrikaans, the latest edition 
in this display, was released in 1972. The Book of Mormon is now published 
in more than 80 languages, with selections available in another 25 languages.

5. Turkish, 1906

8. Afrikaans,
  1972

6. Japanese,
    1909

4. Maori, 1889

36 37
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2. Hawaiian, 1855. George Q. Cannon translated 
the Book of Mormon into Hawaiian, assisted by Jonathan 
Napela, a native of Maui. Napela was instrumental in 
spreading the gospel in Hawaii.

3. Spanish, 1886. Brigham Young charged Daniel 
Webster Jones and Henry Brizzee with translating extracts 
from the Book of Mormon into Spanish in 1874. They were 
soon joined by Meliton Trejo, a new convert from Spain. 
The three men pulished Trozos Selectos del Libro de Mormon 
(Selected Passages from the Book of Mormon). Trejo and 
James Z. Stewart later completed the Spanish translation.

1. Danish, 1851. In 1850, Elder Erastus Snow and 
Peter Olsen Hansen began work on the Danish translation 
of the Book of Mormon in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Published in 1851, it was the first non-English edition of  
the Book of Mormon.

4. Maori, 1889. Maori Church members Henare Potae, 
Piripi Te Maari, and John A. Jury assisted Ezra F. Richards 
and Sondra Sanders as they translated the Book of Mormon 
into Maori.

7. Portuguese, 1939. Though missionaries 
had labored in Brazil among German immigrants for 
many years, the Church began to blossom among the 
Portuguese-speaking population following the translation 
and publication of the Portuguese Book of Mormon in 1939.

5. Turkish, 1906. Latter-day Saint missionaries 
began work in the Ottoman Empire in 1884. The first 
Turkish translation of the Book of Mormon was written 
in the Armenian script to meet the needs of most Church 
members there.

8. Afrikaans, 1972. Latter-day Saint missionaries in 
South Africa saw the need to translate the Book of Mormon 
as early as the 1850s, but it was not until 1972 that the first 
Afrikaans Book of Mormon was published. Early attempts 
were made by Church members, but they soon recognized 
the need for a professional translation. Felix Mynhardt, a 
professional translator who was not a Latter-day Saint, was 
contracted to complete the work.

6. Japanese, 1909. Alma O. Taylor, one of the first 
missionaries to Japan, produced a draft translation of the 
Book of Mormon with the help of local Church members. 
He also sought input from experienced Japanese authors 
to ensure that the language of the translation was imbued 
with force and dignity.

The Book of Mormon Fills the Earth
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Many of the items featured in this exhibit can be  
studied further at josephsmithpapers.org.
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